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It’s Open!
On December 3, our 

neighborhood and the sur-
rounding community cel-
ebrated the grand public 
opening of the John Wall 
Family Pavilion at Tenney 
Park. The ribbon cut-
ting ceremony and open 
house featured tours of 
the facility, an appearance 
by Olympic medalist and 
World Champion skater 
Beth Heiden Reid (who 
first raced competitively on Tenney La-
goon), gingerbread house and holiday 
cookie decorating, and music provided 
by the New You Trio.

Although the shelter is now com-
plete, the dust of construction has 
settled, and the celebration is over, it is 
important to remember that this project 
was the result of intense planning, long 
hours, and unwavering commitment on 
the part of our neighbors and political 

leaders. The beautiful new building is 

simply the abrupt end to a very long 
story.

For years, Tenney Park and the park 
shelter have been a popular neighbor-
hood hang out; and come winter, the 
park’s biggest citywide claim to fame is 
its lagoon-turned-skating rink. 

The lagoon has served as a proud 
symbol of Madison’s parks and winter 
sports, except for the decrepit brown 
shelter that sat at its shore as a warming 
lodge for skaters. 

“It was falling apart,” 
said Mary Lang Sollinger, 
founder and chair of the 
Tenney Park Shel ter 
Group, a group formed 
four years ago to get a con-
versation started within 
the community about what 
could be done to improve 
the shelter.

 Made up of Tenney-
Lapham residents, mem-
bers of city government 

and surrounding Eastside neighborhood 
residents, the group’s first task was to 
find out who used the shelter and for 
what.

The Tenney Park Shelter Group be-
gan investigating the shelter’s use in the 
community, three years of city records 
showed that anywhere from 60 to 90 
different groups from across Madison 
rented the shelter for private events 
each year.

Another local gathering spot, the 

TLNA’s Winter Potluck

Thursday, January 26 from 6:00 - 8:00
Christ Presbyterian Church

A-G - Please bring entre or hot dish
H-O - Please bring side dish, fruit, or vegetable

P-Z - Please bring dessert

Plates, cups, and utensils will be provided along with tea, 
coffee, milk, and cider

Adults - $1.00
Kids (12 and under) - Free

City staff from Planning will be present to discuss the new 
city zoning ordinance and can answer questions.

left to right: David Wallner, John Wall, 
Mary Lang Sollinger, Bridget Maniaci

(continued on page 8)
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TLNA Neighborhood Council

    The newsletter of the Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood Association is published quarterly and distributed without charge to all households in the 
Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood (delineated by Lake Mendota, North Blair Street, East Washington Avenue and the Yahara River). Requests for infor-
mation regarding submissions and advertising may be directed to the TLNA Newsletter Editor, P.O. Box 703, Madison WI 53701 (tlna.newsletter@
gmail.com) or found at http://www.danenet.org/tlna/adrate.html.

     The deadline for the Spring, 2012 issue will be March 1. Views expressed in the newsletter are the views of the writers and not the views of the 
TLNA Council. The contents of this newsletter along with back issues can be found at TLNA’s homepage:  http://www.danenet.org/tlna/.

Editor: Jessi Mulhall
Assistant Editor/Layout: Bob Shaw
Reporter: Gay Davidson-Zielske
Advertising: Richard Linster
Printer: Thysse Printing Service
Circulation: 2,000

President  Richard Linster 432 Sidney  rlinster@tds.net    251-1937
Vice President Lia Vellardita  24 N. Baldwin St. liamvell@gmail.com   442-9917 

     Secretary  Joe Shumow  305 N. Blount, Apt. C jshumow@gmail.com   215-4327
Treasurer  Patty Prime  432 Sidney  pprime@gmail.com   251-1937 

      Business  Jim Wright  855 E. Johnson  jm28_wright@yahoo.com    256-3620
Community Services Echnaton Vedder 1347 E. Dayton, #1 echnatonv@gmail.com   669-8683 

     Development David Waugh      1213 E. Mifflin  dwaugh@morningwoodfarm.com  251-7713
Education  David Wallner  451 N. Few  annedave@chorus.net      256-2958  

      Housing  Joe Lusson  627 E. Gorham  joelusson@gmail.com   256-5941 
      Membership Carol Weidel  1237 E. Dayton  carol.weidel@gmail.com  257-4608

Parks  Jim Roper  746  E. Gorham  projectman2@gmail.com  250-1995
Publicity/Newsletter Jessi Mulhall  216 N. Thornton tlna.newsletter@gmail.com  298-7283
Reporter   Gay Davidson-Zielske 1011 E. Gorham wipoet@aol.com   257-3844
Safety  Thuy Nguyen  1416 E. Dayton  thuy@tds.net     256-7576
Social  Susan Bauman-Duren 318 Marston  durenhouse@sbcglobal.net  255-3625
Transportation Tim Olsen  1331 E. Johnson timothy.olsen@sbcglobal.net  255-9358
Special Projects Patrick McDonnell 441 N. Paterson  pmcdonnell@tds.net   257-0119
Area A  Michael O’Callaghan Ryanjoy 1028 E. Dayton  mikeandalyssa@gmail.com  255-8297 

     Area B  Richard Freihoefer 919 E. Dayton  rafreihofer@hotmail.com  444-3288 
     Area C  Denise Breyne  458 N. Baldwin  breynegrace@tds.net   294-9953 
    Area D  Ben Halfen  646 E. Gorham, #2 benhalfenwm@gmail.com  712-4903

TLNA Neighborhood Council
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President’s Report Business
Mixed-Use Building Proposed for E. Washington

This spring 
we may see a 
new mixed use 
d e v e l o p m e n t  
break ground on 
the 700 block of 
East Washing-
ton Avenue.  The 
Gebhardt devel-
opment group is 
proposing a 12 
story apartment 
tower on the site 
of a former auto 
dealership.  The 
d e v e l o p m e n t   
includes first 
floor retail space as well as commer-
cial office space on floors 2-3.   There 
are plans for 2 and 3 story townhouse 
style apartments on the East Mifflin 
street side of the development.   The 

development is called The Constellation.  
The Gebhardt development team 

has met with the neighborhood on 
numerous occasions to gather public 
feedback.    The project mostly conforms 

with neighborhood 
and city plans for 
that area.  However, 
the height of the 12 
story tower is an 
issue.  The city de-
sign ordinance for 
that block allows 
for 10 stories, and 
the neighborhood 
plan calls for an 8 
story cap.   Alder 
Bridget Maniaci 
has introduced an 
ordinance change 
that would allow 
the extra height.  
T h e  o r d i n a n c e 
change would not 
a ffec t  bu i ld ing 
height restrictions 
on surrounding 
lots.     If the ordi-
nance change fails, 
it is likely the de-
velopment will not 
proceed.  

Of the concerns 

expressed by neighbors, extra 
traffic on the East Mifflin Bi-
cycle Boulevard is a high prior-
ity.  Currently, traffic coming 
into the development will need 
to travel on East Mifflin if they 
wish to return to East Washing-
ton and go east.  This is because 
the intersection of  North Liv-
ingston and East Washington 
is a closed intersection.   The 
neighborhood hopes to work 
with both the Marquette neigh-
borhood to the south and with 
city engineering to push for a 
fully open intersection.  New 
developments on the south side 
of the avenue would also benefit 

from an open intersection.
Good design and materials was also 

voiced as a concern at public meetings.  
There was a desire for a clean and 
modern design, and to avoid a “clut-
tered” look or use of a “hodge podge” 
of materials.    

Elements of the redevelopment that 
were voiced as favorable include: 

-LEED certification, including green 
roofs, storm water retention, solar panels 
-Community garden space in the plan 
-Adaptive reuse of an underutilized lot 
-Neighborhood community room 
-Neighborhood retail and “people” 
spaces on Livingston

The final approvals for the project 
will need to come from the Urban De-
sign Commission, the Plan Commission, 
and finally the Common Council.   You 
may view the details of the plan on a 
neighborhood website that was set up 
for this project: http://www.eastmifflin.
com/700north 

David Waugh
Development Chair, Tenney-Lapham
 Neighborhood Association council

Tenney Lapham Resident Since 1998

Your Real Estate Expert

Tobi Silgman, Realtor®, ABR

608-279-3591
TobiSilgman.com
tsilgman@StarkHomes.com
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President’s Report
Hope to see you at the Neighborhood Potluck

I am penning 
this as the year 
runs out before 
the hol idays, 
getting ready 
for my annual 
reading of the 
“Christmas Car-
ol” by Charles 
Dickens. I try to 
keep the spirit 

going the year round.
Our new council had the opportunity 

to meet in November at the Livingston 
Inn on Gorham Street. We hope from 
our planning there to be a more effective 

group this year. We hope also to return 
to the Inn as it is a far superior venue 
then our usual spot at the Tenney Park 
Garden Apartments. Thanks again to 
Dave and Peggy Furlan at the Inn for 
accommodating us.

The houses at James Madison Park 
will remain in place and receive long 
overdue refurbishing. By the time you 
read this, the selection committee will 
have made a recommendation to the 
City Council. We are looking to work 
with the new owners and making it a 
success for all involved.

Since August the Association and 
our Development Committee have been 

closely following the Gebhardt proposal 
for the 700 Block of East Washington 
Avenue.  A meeting in December drew 
immediate neighbors who provided in-
put and comments to the development 
team. It will go through the City  process 
with further opportunity for  your com-
ment.  Please visit the TLNA website 
for updates.

A race is shaping up for the 2nd Dis-
trict Dane County Board seat that has 
been held by retiring Barbara Vedder.  
I hope you will join me in expressing 
thanks to her for her many years of 
public service. As usual look for a TLNA 
sponsored candidates forum.

I hope to see you at the TLNA pot-
luck on Thursday Jan. 26th (details on 
page 1). Come and enjoy an evening 
with your neighbors and learn about our 
new city zoning, see the maps and ask 
questions of staff.

A joyous new year to all, 
- Richard Linster, President TLNA
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 Mayor’s Report

Vote February 21!
FriendsofHeidi.org

We need 
government  
tHat Works 

For all people.
My years as a public interest 
attorney, union member and 
community activist have 
given me the experience 
and the passion to find real 
solutions to Dane County’s 
challenges. I will work 
tirelessly to support and fund 
programs that help all Dane 
County residents meet  
their basic needs and  
achieve their  
full potential.

WegleitnerWegleitner

These are just a few of your 
neighbors who are supporting Heidi:
Mary Anglim, Lovesta Banks, Dylan 
Bryne, Beverly Buhr, Cindy Breunig, 
Kelly DeBlare, Michael Donnelly, 
Diane Farsetta, Erika Flaherty, Anne 
Gassere, Matt Guenette, Miriam 
Hall, Barb Jenkin, John Koch, Julie 
Larson-Guenette, Ellen La Luzerne, 
Richard Linster, Meredith Lowe, 
Lynne MacAdam, Colleen O’Hara, Eric 
Piotrowski, Lara Rosen, Paddy Rourke, 
Anthony Schaeve, Adrienne Sella, 
Anita Temple, Steve Vincent, Carol 
Weidel and Anders Zanichkowsky

Authorized And pAid for by friends of
heidi Wegleitner, MAry AngliM treAsurer

An Update on E. Washington
There are of 

course, a couple 
of topics getting 
p lenty  of  a t -
tention in your 
neighborhood 
and I wanted to 
provide a little 
more informa-
tion on both, de-

velopment on East Washington Avenue 
and the folks that are there until that 
development gets underway.

The City of Madison purchased 
the former Don Miller car dealership 
properties along the 700 & 800 Blocks 
of E. Washington Avenue last year to 
foster redevelopment within the City’s 
Capitol East District. Through a Request 
For Proposals (RFP) process, the City 
began negotiating with three outstand-
ing developers to transform these prop-
erties into new, exciting residential and 
employment space.

Gephardt Development has proposed 
an apartment building with commercial 
uses on the lower floors within the 700 
Block on the north side of the street. 
Urban Land Interests would develop 
office space and an apartment building 
on the north side of the 800 Block. On 
the south side of the 800 Block, The 
Rifken Group has proposed additional 
office and retail space. All three projects 
would be served by structured parking.

The City Council has approved, 
and the City has executed, a Purchase 
and Sale Agreement with Gephardt 
Development. The City is still in nego-
tiations with Urban Land Interests and 
The Rifken Group. All three projects 
require the City’s standard land use and 
architectural approvals, and the devel-
opers look forward to working with the 
adjoining neighborhoods throughout 
this process.

The first project to likely be built will 
be the Gephardt Development proposal, 
with the possibility that construction 

could begin as early as spring of 2012, 
with completion during the summer of 
2013. The projects would provide oppor-
tunities for new residents and additional 
employment space, while helping to 
support City services through the genera-
tion of added tax base. Our existing Wil-
liamson and Johnson Street businesses 
will benefit from the increased custom-
ers in the neighborhood. As such, I am 
excited to continue working with your 
Alderpersons and City staff on moving 
redevelopment of the former Don Miller 
parcels forward!

In the meantime, the property is 
inhabited by a group known as Occupy 
Madison. City officials have been meet-
ing with group members since they first 
began to set up camp there. While there 
have been issues that have come up, of-
ficials from the Police Department, Fire 
Department, Building Inspection and the 
Health Department have worked with the 
group as they complied with requests 
from the city. My goal is to make sure 
people are safe while they exercise their 
rights to free speech. Although I know 
not all of the neighbors are pleased 
that the group is there, I appreciate the 
public’s understanding of their rights. 
The group knows very well that their 
opportunity to stay at the site ends when 
development begins in the spring.

As I am sure you are also aware 
Porchlight has set up a day center for 
homeless in need of shelter. The closure 
of the Capitol basement and the Down-
town Public Library has resulted in more 
folks with nowhere to go during the day. 
Porchlight employees are working with 
the homeless to assist in finding better 
opportunities as well. The agreement 
for use of the building also expires in 
the spring.

Thanks for all you do to make the 
Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood a great 
place to live and raise a family. Stay 
warm this winter!

 - Paul R. Soglin
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Community
Neighborhood Artist to Exhibit at U-Frame-It

Longtime Tenney-Lapham resident 
Brian McCormick has a number of 
his watercolors and woodblock prints 
on display in the neighborhood. U-
Frame-It, at 857 East Johnson Street, 
will be featuring his work through mid-
February. His new painting, “November 
Lagoon” (illustrated), will be included.  
It depicts the Tenney Park lagoon on a 
late November day.

 McCormick has been active enter-
ing art shows throughout the Midwest.  
Jurors selected two of his paintings for 

Watercolor Wisconsin 2011 at Racine’s 
Wustum Museum of Fine Arts.  One of 
the paintings won an award in the show, 
which is open now and runs through 
April 21, 2012. 

 Two more of his paintings, will 
be included in the annual show of the 
Elk River Area Arts Alliance in Min-
nesota.  “Arts in Harmony 2012” is an 
international juried show that opens 
February 6 and runs through March 29 
in this suburban community northwest 
of Minneapolis.

 Artisan Gallery, in the charming 
small town of Paoli, Wisconsin, will 
have a group show called “Contempo-
rary Landscapes” opening March 2 and 
running through April 25.  McCormick 
has been invited to include several paint-
ings in the show.  

 Finally, the Gaston School Gallery 
in Cottage Grove always has a few of 
McCormick’s work on display. This re-
stored one-room school house has been 
converted to a gallery and will soon add 
coffee service to their business.

 

AVOID UNWANTED SURPRISES AT CLOSING

Hire a qualified, experienced professional.

DAVID STRANDBERG, INSPECTOR
phone 608.255.3966 • cell 608.332.1096
e-mail dstrand8@tds.net

DAVID STRANDBERG, INSPECTOR

phone 608.255.3966 • cell 608.332.1096
e-mail dstrand8@tds.net

Flexible scheduling • thorough onsite reports

Dane County Inspection Service, LLC
flexible scheduling • thorough on-site reports

An informed buyer is best.
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We’re Booked

Before

Recently I had Cris 
remodel my bathroom 
(see pictures).  His years 
of experience in design 
and craftsmanship 
were reflected in the 
final result.  He did an 
excellent job at a fair 
price.

- Bob Shaw
    Tenney-Lapham resident

CBA ENVIRONMENTS
Cris Berry

Design, Home Remodeling, and Fine Carpentry
807-9746

After

Our Favorite Reads of 2011
In this busy time of year, writing the 

book article for the newsletter seems a 
daunting task.  We barely have time to 
read let alone look through our book lists 
to come up with our annual favorites.  
So this year,  we decided to enlist the 
help of our book-loving neighbors.  We 
asked several people to give us a few 
lines about what they consider their best 
(or worst) read of the year.  Here goes…

Deb Meyer
My two favorite books of the year 

are:
One Thousand Autumns of Jacob 

de Zoet by David Mitchell.  It’s about 
Dutch traders in Japan during the 1800s 
when no other country was there.  I 
learned about history, culture, love and 
grace.  Wonderful read.

The Call by Yannick Murphy.  A 
country vet muses about family, work, 
aliens, marriage and small towns while 
going on his rounds.  Great read in an 
unconventional format.

Carole Trone
Bossypants by Tina Fey.   Maybe 

it was her brilliant rendering of Sarah 
Palin, or my kids’ fanatical devotion 
to 30 Rock, but when I saw this auto-
biography, I had to splurge and buy it 
in hard cover.  It’s a funny, easy read as 
you might expect from a comedian, but 

the reader also gains a real appreciation 
for how something like comedy enter-
tainment can still have its biases and 
glass ceillings.  Fey comes across as 
extremely human and her description of 
doing a photo shoot had me falling off 
my chair with laughter.  A great winter 
pick-me-up.

Molly Tomony
I loved the book Born to Run by 

Christopher Mc Dougall.  It is a nonfic-
tion book about a hidden tribe in the 
Copper Canyons that lives very simply 
and very happily and practices tech-
niques that allow tribal members to run 
great distances (often barefoot or with 
only hand-made strappy sandals).  The 
book focusses on a crazy race between 
the reclusive Tarahumara beer drinking 
tribe and high-tech American ultra-
marathoners.  It is incredibly interesting 
and inspires one to run run run!

Ann Halbach
I really enjoyed Education of an 

Urban Farmer by Novella Carpenter.   
The book chronicles the author’s attempt 
to farm in a blighted neighborhood in 
Oakland, California.  It follows her start 
with planting food in an empty lot to 
branching out and raising poultry and a 
pig.  I learned a lot about how difficult 
farming can be and acquired  a greater 

respect for farmers.  It also made me 
aware of just how far we have come 
from knowing the source of our food.

I also enjoyed Kristen Johnson’s 
book entitled Footsteps.  It covered 
a topic I was unfamiliar with and I 
think she treated the topics of Kenyan 
women’s oppression and circumcision 
customs respectfully.  At about the same 
time I happened to catch a television 
documentary about a video project in 
Kenya.  The producers had selected 
village women to tell their stories of the 
hardships and misunderstanding of aids.  
(FYI--Kristen Johnson is a neighbor.)

Ann Rulseh
I had a disappointing reading year.  

Not only are my book numbers down, 
but I read very few books that I would 
recommend.  My favorite this year is 
Unbroken: A WWII Story of Survival, 
Resilience and Redemption by Laura 
Hillenbrand.  Hillenbrand (the author of 
Seabiscuit) is a gifted writer.  I call her 
gifted because she dedicated 100 pages 
in the book to three men floating in the 
ocean in a dilapidated raft escorted by 
sharks, and I was riveted.  Unbroken is 
not an easy read, but it is a memorable 
one.

- Ann Rulseh and Jean Dunn
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                          Redinger, 408 Washburn Place Parks

Gates of Heaven Church about a mile 
down the road, was also busy with 
groups and events booked almost every 
weekend from May to October. This left 
the area with few gathering spaces for 
meetings and groups.

With high local interest in using the 
shelter as a meeting place, the Shelter 
Group’s findings showed a serious need 
for a new, clean and presentable place 
for Madison residents to gather year 
round.

When it came time to design plans 
for the shelter, the group decided the 
shelter should not only serve as an open 
air space and warming house for skaters, 
but also as an indoor meeting place for 
community groups.

The original plan for the space, ap-
proved internally early on by the Shelter 
Group, was given a score of 2.5 out 
of 10 by the Madison Urban Design 
Commission, a group of advisors who 
oversee the beginning stages of all 
city building projects.

“We had to get past our anger and 
frustration and remember that we 
were volunteers,” Sollinger said. “We 
decided to buckle down and start all 
over again.”

Months later, a completely re-
designed plan created by Plunkett 
Raysich Architects that attempted 
to adhere to the park’s prairie-like 
scenery was back on the Commis-
sion’s table.

This time, however, the design 
received a 10 out of 10.

“It was pretty awesome, they 
rarely give tens,” Sollinger said.

With a high score from the Urban 
Design Commission, the plan made 
its way through the Madison Park 
Commission, Landmarks Commis-
sion and City Council with little 
resistance.

Thanks to both city funding and 
private donations, the $1 million 
project broke ground last spring 
and finished as scheduled in late 

November.
To make the project a reality, dona-

tions from community members raised 
over half of the funds for the shelter.

One such private donation, a $250,000 
gift from John Wall, the father of a local 
property manager, resulted in the space 
being named the John Wall Family Pa-
vilion at Tenney Park. 

“All of the private fundraising by the 
Shelter Group allowed for a really fan-
tastic project,” Bridget Maniaci, District 
2 Alder, where Tenney Park is located, 
said. “If there is a private interest in 
helping to facilitate the work on public 
infrastructure it really helps the whole 
project.”

When asked what the new shelter 
means for the community, Mary Lang 
Sollinger simply answered, “I think the 
park is going to get a lot more use.” Alder 
Maniaci, a Tenney-Lapham resident her-
self, agreed and added, “It will showcase 
the park as a jewel and huge asset to the 

neighborhood. It will be a sign of what 
makes Tenney-Lapham such a great 
community to be a part of.”

“I feel very strongly about com-
munities coming together. I’m a strong 
believer in neighborhoods, and I’m a 
strong believer in trusting neighbors,” 
Sollinger said. “You have to make it 
look like you care. If you show respect 
for your community, [the city] will give 
respect back. We’ve got a great city…
and we’ve got to keep it that way.”

Next time you pass the Tenney 
shelter, I urge you to see it not only as 
a wonderful public space, but also, as a 
beacon of how strong, committed, and 
united our neighborhood truly is. It is 
projects like this that should make us all 

Joseph Weinberg
& Associates

 

Fine Carpentry
 

It’s the Sexy Bathroom Guy
 

NEED STAIRS?
 

I’ll build you new exterior 
front, back, side stairs, and 

interior basement stairs
Or repair your existing 

stairs 

I offer a full range of: Residential 
Restoration, Remodeling and 

Repair at Competitive Prices

(608) 251-2821
 

Inspired Answers To Your 
Vexing Design Problems

(shelter - from page 1)
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www.SmartDentalMadison.com Tamim Sifri, DDS

Take a smart
 step towards a 
healthier smile!

2317 International Ln, Suite 101, Madison, WI 53704 

Call Today! 608-241-8782

DentalmartSGeneral, Cosmetic and Implant  Dentistry for Today's Family

International Lane
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Dentalmart

• Children Welcome!

• Evening Appointments

• Neighborhood Dentist

• Member of Delta Dental

ASSOCIATED
HOUSEWRIGHTS

Remodeling & Additions

See over 40 completed projects at
housewrights.com

Our careful Listen, Design, Build process 
has produced award-winning projects and 
satisfied customers since 1992. We meet 
your project needs, honor your budget and 
finish your project on time. 
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We deliver Home 
Performance with 
ENERGY STAR®.

proud to have the privilege of calling the 
Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood home.

Thanks so much to all of you that 
attended last month’s ribbon cutting and 
an extra special thanks to those who con-
tributed their time, money, or creativity 
to this phenomenal project.

-Steve Horn

For more information about the 
John Wall Family Pavilion at Tenney 
Park, visit http://www.cityofmadison.
com/parks/parks/reservableShelter.
cfm?id=64 or call 608-266-4711. Prime 
reservation times and dates are going 
fast.

Early Deadline for 
Spring Newsletter

The spring newsletter will focus on 
the April election.  Because of that, 
the deadline for copy and changes 
to ads for the newsletter will be 
March 1.  This is a firm deadline!You can still purchase a tile.  See Page 20.
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Supervisor Candidates
Three Candidates Vie for 2nd District Supervisor’s Seat 

in the February 21 Primary Election

Brian Benford Adam Plotkin Heidi Wegleitner

Brian Benford is a former alderper-
son in the 12th district, just north and 
east of our neighborhood states, “I am 
running for this seat because I want to 
continue the tradition of exceptional ser-
vice that Barbara provided. I bring my 
vast knowledge of local governments 
and experiences advocating for social 
and environmental justice to serve all 
residents of Dane County.”

In addition to serving two terms on 
the Madison Common Council, Benford 
served on the City of Madison’s: Affir-
mative Action, Board of Estimates, Al-
cohol License Review, Enhanced Gang 
Taskforce, Community Development 
Block Grant, Early Childhood, Platinum 
Bike, East Washington Reconstruction, 
East Washington Build commissions 
and currently is the Vice–President of 
the Madison Equal Opportunity Com-
mission.

In the wake of the assaults issued 
down from Governor Walker and other 
GOP policy makers against the most 
marginalized in our communities, Ben-
ford said, “I want to fight to protect ser-
vices that enhance the lives of seniors, 
our youth, families, the homeless, under-
employed and displaced individuals al-

Focusing on criminal justice, health 
and human services, and environment, 
Adam states, “Dane County provides 
many of the front-line services that are 
relevant to all county residents. I’m 
running to work for a more holistic 
approach to criminal justice, to ensure 
high quality health and human services 
are available to all, and to support the 
environment that makes Dane County 
such a unique place to live and visit.”

Adam is an eleven year resident of 
the area now covered by District 2 fol-
lowing the recent re-drawing of election 
districts. He has been involved in many 
community groups, serving two years 
as President of Capitol Neighborhoods, 
Inc., six years as a member and officer 
of the Dane County Emergency Medical 
Services Commission, and two years as 
a board member of Downtown Madison, 
Inc.  He worked for 10 years as a legisla-
tive assistant to Senator Spencer Coggs 
and currently serves as the Legislative 
Liaison for the State Public Defender.

“In addition to the issues of criminal 
justice, health and human services, and 
the environment, I want to be an open 
and effective representative for District 
2 residents.

“I’m running to be a voice for the 
single mom and her disabled child 
who are sleeping in their car tonight in 
the bitter cold and others struggling in 
this economy. I will work tirelessly to 
support solutions and fund programs to 
help every Dane County resident meet 
their basic needs and achieve their full 
potential. Dane County’s quality pro-
grams and policies have been attacked 
by the state and federal government that 
take from the poor to give to the rich. 
We need a government that works for 
all people, not just the privileged few. I 
see the face of suffering every day and 
I know that we must–and we can– do 
better to address the growing poverty 
rate in Dane County.” 

Mary Anglim, a neighborhood resi-
dent and supporter says “Heidi brings 
a whole-hearted commitment to oppor-
tunity, fairness, and assurance of basic 
needs for everyone in our community. 
Her work ethic and command of the 
facts are awesome and her cheerful 
personality will contribute to the County 
Board’s smooth functioning.” 

Heidi and her husband, P.T., an urban 
farmer, make their home in the Emerson 
East neighborhood. Professionally and 

(continued on next page) (continued on next page) (continued on next page)
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Plotkin (from previous page)Benford (from previous page) Wegleitner (from previous page)

lowing for all of Dane County residents 
to reach their full potentials.  I have a 
long proven track record of advocating 
for those who don’t have a voice”. 

In filing his papers, Benford stated: 
“I have worked within and collaborated 
with most community-based organiza-
tions and services that Dane County 
funds.  My experiences provide me 
invaluable insights and knowledge 
about the tremendous services that 
Dane County funds and an intimate 
knowledge of county government.  I 
will use my experience to educate my 
constituents and other policy makers.  
More importantly, I will listen and 
provide opportunities for all who want 
to partake in public policy.” Benford 
is a proud father of four children who 
attended schools in the 2nd district and 
graduated from East High.

We all have a vested interest in the 
success of Dane County government. I 
know that I want the services provided 
by the county to be of the highest qual-
ity for future generations, including my 
daughter,” said Adam.

as a volunteer Heidi has worked tire-
lessly to improve our community and 
make sure that all residents are treated 
fairly and with respect.

Heidi is currently a Steering Com-
mittee member of the Emerson East 
Neighborhood Association and serves 
as the Housing Task Force Chair for 
Progressive Dane. She is also the current 
Board President of the Tenant Resource 
Center, and is a member of the Madison 
Affordable Housing Action Alliance and 
Labor Forward.

Heidi is an attorney for Legal Action 
of Wisconsin. For the past six years she 
has been representing low income ten-
ants in eviction cases and subsidized 
housing disputes in the Madison area. 
She is bargaining unit co-chair for the 
United Legal. Heidi also serves on the 
Board of the Public Interest Law Sec-
tion of the State Bar of Wisconsin and 
the Madison Chapter of the National 
Lawyers Guild. 

Heidi received her B.A. from UW-
Madison in 2001, where she played 
four years of varsity women’s soccer, 
double majored in Political Science 
and Women’s Studies, and obtained a 
certificate in American Indian Studies. 
Heidi received her J.D. from the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas School of Law in 
2005 where she won the Dean’s Award 
for Jurisprudence and represented im-
migrants in removal proceedings as a 
clinical legal services student. 

Design/Installation of Solar Electric & Solar Thermal Systems 
  

Tel/Fax: 608-284-9495           info@fullspectrumsolar.com 
1240 E. Washington Ave., Madison, WI 53703 

www.fullspectrumsolar.com 576-0730
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CTM Brings Three Classic Books to Stage in 2012

Embrace the opportunity to stay 
toasty warm indoors this winter as 
Children’s Theatre of Madison (CTM) 
brings three classic books to life on 
the Playhouse stage of the Overture 
Center.  Kick off February with lots of 
laughs as Harold the dog and Chester 
the cat set out to solve this rabbit tale 
of mystery when Bunnicula takes the 
stage.  The first in a series of children’s 
chapter books written by Deborah and 
James Howe has sold over 3 million 
copies and introduces us to the ador-
able long-eared, fluffy-tailed baby 
bunny…with fangs?! Best enjoyed by 
ages 6 and up.

Next up is the ultimate survival 
story, as director Roseann Sheridan 
takes you into the deep green jungle 
in the classic novel, Lord of the Flies 
by William Golding. Chosen by TIME 

Magazine as one of the top 100 English 
language novels from 1923-2005 and an 
educational literary staple, this epic tale 
of loyalty and human nature begins when 
a plane full of schoolboys crash-lands on 
a deserted island and then takes you on 
a journey that heads for the dark heart 
within. It is recommended for ages 10 and 
up due to mature content.

CTM closes out their season with one 
of Kevin Henkes’ best-
loved titles Lilly’s Purple 
Plastic Purse.  Named 
one of the 10 best perfor-
mances of 2009-2010 by 
77 Square, this spunky 
little mouse learns about 
the value of friendship in 
a heart-warming tale for 
the whole family. Enjoyed 
by ages 5 and up.

Tickets for all of these shows can be 
purchased at ctmtheater.org or by call-
ing 608.258.4141.  CTM, established in 
1965, creates vibrant theater experiences 
that engage the whole community. CTM 
is a resident organization of Overture 
Center for the Arts. To learn more about 
their 2011-2012 season, please visit 
ctmtheater.org.
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President’s Report Editor’s Corner

DAYCARE

GROOMING

BARK-N-RIDETM

663-WOOF(9663) • www.spawoof.net

SPRING INTO 
SPAWOOF!

BOARDING

Book 
Now for 

Spring Break!

Meet the New Editor
H e y 

Neighbors!
Welcome 

to the win-
ter edition 
of the Ten-
ney Lapham 
Newsletter!  
As an avid 
reader of this 

publication for over 10 years now, and a 
neighborhood resident for as many years, 
I figured it was time to contribute to the 
community here in the heart of Madi-
son’s isthmus, the place we all call home.

My name is Jessi Mulhall, and I 
served on the nominating committee this 
fall for tapping new council members 
for the neighborhood association.  Joe 
Brogan, who was editor for the past five 
years, decided to step down, leaving an 

opportunity for me to jump in as editor.
What qualifications do I have to be 

worthy of this post?  First off, I’ve had 
experience in the past as editor of the 
high school yearbook in Monroe, WI.  
I graduated in 1993 and grew up in the 
rolling hills of southern Green County.  
Secondly, my love for writing and fol-
lowing the news led me to declare a 
major in journalism at the University of 
Wisconsin up in River Falls.  Eventu-
ally, I wound up getting a BA in history 
from UW-RF, and moved to Madison.  
I’ve lived on Thornton Ave now for over 
10 years and love this neighborhood.  
In 2003 I gave up my car and have 
been biking using the wonderful trail 
system in and around the city.  I get to 
bike to work everyday downtown, even 
in winter, so I’m sure you’ll see me on 
the streets, or maybe even on the sheet 

of ice at Tenney!
I have very fond memories of skating 

on the lagoon from over 30 years ago.  
I’d come up to visit my uncle, who lived 
on the east side, and he’d take me to 
Tenney where I learned to skate when I 
was three.  I’m so happy I can look out 
my windows and see the park from my 
apartment!  

Since the shelter is new, it’s our fea-
ture story this edition. Please enjoy local 
writer Steve Horn’s article on the focal 
point of our neighborhood.  

Joe Brogan has been very helpful 
in showing me the ropes, and I’m very 
grateful to have assistant editor, Bob 
Shaw, who continues in his role of layout 
design and contributor of articles. 

- Jessi Mulhall 
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S TAT E  L I C E N S E D  &  C I T Y  A C C R E D I T E D

                         812 East Dayton Street, Suite 200, Madison, WI  53703 

New and experienced students welcome. 
You do not have to be in shape or flexible to attend a yoga class. 
Enjoy the benefits of yoga study and practice. 

Bring this coupon in for a free class (up to 2 people). 

Check schedules and more at . . . 

Exciting Changes in Store for the Recycling Program
In 2012 our curbside recycling pro-

gram will be making some important 
changes. We will be adding new mate-
rials to the program that will increase 
the types of material that we can re-
cycle. New to the program in 2012 are 
pots and pans, small metal appliances 
such as toasters, empty metal paint 
cans, and plumbing fixtures.

We will start accepting plastic bags 
in the curbside recycling program. 
Plastic bags must be put inside a plastic 
bag and that bag should be tied shut. 
We need to have the bags in a bag 
to prevent loose bags from getting 
tangled in the sorting equipment.

Finally, we will make a significant 
addition to the types of plastic we will 
take in the green carts. We will now 
accept all plastic bottles, jugs, and con-
tainers numbered 1-7. This will include 

dairy tubs, deli containers, clamshells, 
and produce containers and their lids. 
NO STYROFOAM. We will also accept 
plastic cups.

The caps on plastic bottles and jugs 

can remain on the container. We will be 
able to recycle the lids from plastic tubs 
and deli containers but they should be 
removed and put in the cart separately.
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259-9995

Family of four looking for a three- or 
four-bedroom home to buy or a two- 
or three-bedroom residence to rent in 
the Tenney-Lapham neighborhood 
while looking for a home to buy.  
We will close on our home which 
we are selling on Jan.  31, so we are 
looking to buy or rent in the very 
near future.  Please contact me by 
email at: DAWN205120@ATT.NET

Make your Vote Count
ID is now required to vote. A Wisconsin driver’s license/ID card or passport 

can be used for voter ID if it expires 11/2/2010 or later. 
Your ID does not need to show your current address.
If you do not have a Wisconsin driver’s license or ID, 

you may obtain a free ID from the DMV.
For more information:

www.cityofmadison.com/election
voting@cityofmadison.com

City Clerk’s Office 608-266-4601
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Railroad Street Closings Meeting Set for February

Happy New 
Year everyone!  
For our neigh-
borhood there 
are a number of 
important de-
velopments of 
note.

East Johnson Traffic Study 
City Engineering staff informs me that 
they received over 500 survey responses 
to the survey that was created to gauge 
neighborhood and city-wide opinions 
about reconfiguring Johnson & Gorham 
streets to two-way traffic. Staff is cur-
rently working on compiling the surveys 
and should have detailed results in the 
coming weeks. Please check http://
www.cityofmadison.com/engineering/
EJohnson/ for the survey results and for 
upcoming neighborhood planning meet-
ing dates. Staff is working on schedul-
ing a meeting for late January or early 
February to go over survey results and 
to present initial reconfigured traffic and 
streetscape models. 

Don Miller Redevelopment 
The City continues to negotiate let-
ters of intent with the Rifkin Group 
for the 800 South parcel and Urban 
Land Interest for the 800 N parcel. The 
Rifkin Group has brought on Irgens 
Development Partners from Milwaukee 
to assist in recruiting a tenant base and 
to facilitate the project’s development. 
The Gebhardt proposal for the 700 N 
block is progressing. They have offi-
cially submitted for city approvals and 
are currently scheduled to go before 
the Urban Design Commission on 
January 18th and Plan Commission on 
February 20th. Updates for the project 
can be found at http://constellation.
bark-design.com/ and http://www.
eastmifflin.com/700north//

Wisconsin & Southern Rail-

road  Stree t -Clos ing  meet ing 
On April 3, 2009, the Wisconsin & 
Southern Railroad Co. filed a petition 
with the Office of the Commissioner 
of Railroads for the closure of one or 
more of three public at-grade cross-
ings of tracks at Brearly Street, Liv-
ingston Street, and Blount Street. The 
issues for the hearing are: 1) Would 
closure (or partial closure) of one or 
more of the crossings promote public 
safety and convenience? (Partial clo-
sure could include limiting usage of 
the crossing to non-motorized users 
or limiting the days and hours when 
the roadway would be open.) 2) For 
any crossing that remains open, what 
warning devices would be necessary 
to adequately protect and promote 
public safety? 3) How shall the costs 
of any crossing closure be apportioned?  
     The public hearing will be at the Of-
fice of the Commissioner of Railroads, 
610 N. Whitney Way, Amnicon Falls 
Hearing Room on February 16, 2012 at 
6:30 p.m. The purpose of this continued 
hearing is primarily to take public testi-
mony. The City of Madison is actively 
fighting the closure of these streets, 
and neighborhood input is important 
to build the case. Please plan to attend 
and testify. 

New Signs for Snow Emergencies 
At some point this winter (I presume) 
we will get snowfall that requires 
calling a snow emergency. Please go 
to http://www.cityofmadison.com/
residents/winter/ to stay informed on 
snow emergencies. You can sign up for 
email and text message alerts. (Very 
helpful!) Additionally, please take no-
tice of the new snow emergency signs 
posted around the neighborhood to help 
you and your neighbors remember to 
move your vehicles this winter. I will 
be working with Streets and Parking 
Utility staff to see if there’s a way to 
open the parking ramps up for resident 
over-night parking before the snow 

falls (and the standard snow-emergency 
is called) so that plowing out the streets 
can move more smoothly and quickly. 
I’ve been looking at other city’s snow 
plowing policies for inspiration (like St. 
Paul, MN). If you have experience with 
other wintery cities’ policies, and would 
like me to look at their models, please 
contact me.  

N o  S h a k e s p e a r e 
( y e t )  f o r  B r e e s e  S t e v e n s 
At the November 9, 2011 Parks Commis-
sion meeting the City’s Vending Over-
sight Coordinator Warren Hansen and 
local thespian John Varda appealed for 
approval to establish an annual Shake-
speare production at Breese Stevens 
Field, planning a production of Julius 
Caesar for the summer of 2012. The 
Parks Commission approved their request 
unanimously. However, after the meeting 
city staff discovered a deed restriction to 
the property that requires ALL events at 
the facility to be sporting events. Kevin 
Briski, the Parks Superintendant and I 
are collaborating with the City Attorney’s 
office to take the necessary legal steps 
(which include going to court) to get the 
restriction lifted so that this facility may 
be used for a variety of public entertain-
ment options in the future. This process 
will take a number of months, and it is 
at this point thought that the legal status 
will not be resolved in time for the 2012 
summer production that was envisioned.  
 
Madison  56ers  to  pursue  a l -
cohol  sa les  at  Breese  Stevens 
The Madison 56ers have been working 
in conjunction with (former UW Soccer 
standout and current Dane County Board 
Chair) Scott McDonnell to apply to the 
city to allow for alcohol sales at Breese 
Stevens starting for the summer season. 
The team’s current average attendance 
is 550 people per game, with 8-12 home 
games per year. The city attorney is draft-
ing a resolution that I plan to introduce 
for council approval to allow for the sale 
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and consumption of alcohol at Breese 
Stevens. Once approved, the 56ers in-
dividual proposal and site plan would 
go to The Parks Commission and to the 
Alcohol License Review Committee for 
approval. 

U p d a t e s  o n  J a m e s 
M a d i s o n  P a r k  h o u s e s 
The Common Council approved the 
Surplus Committee recommendation of 
the sale of 640 E Gorham Street to Joe 
Lusson and Aleen Tierney. On Thursday, 
January 5, the Surplus Committee will 
meet to vote upon the proposals received 
for 646 and 704 E Gorham Street. Please 
visit http://www.cityofmadison.com/
planning/jmpsurplus.html for all of 
proposals, meeting minutes and city 
information. 

C o m m u n i t y  G a r -
den  a t  James  Madison  Park 
A group of neighbors has organized 
to start a petition to get community 
gardens installed for the summer of 
2012 at James Madison Park. I wholly 
support their efforts and partnership 
with the Madison Community Action 
Coalition in advocating for this much 
needed resource to our neighborhood. 
The favored choice, and approved by 
the Tenney-Lapham Neighborhood 
Council, is for the land behind Lincoln 
School. Parks Commission and Com-
mon Council approval will be needed. 
Please contact me or Nicole Craig at 
CAC with questions or comments you 
may have. Nicole may be reached at 
nicolec@cacscw.org or (608) 246-4730. 
 
N e w  T e n n e y  S h e l t e r  & 
N e w  S k a t i n g  L e s s o n s 
There’s just enough ice now for skaters 
to be finding their way to the new Ten-
ney Park Shelter. If you weren’t able 
to make it to the opening on December 
3, I encourage you to go for a stroll 
and check it out, especially now that 
there’s skaters (and hot chocolate) on 
hand. A great day to come by would be 

on Monday January 16th from 1-3pm. 
Madison Parks is celebrating Madison’s 
premier outdoor ice rinks by hosting a 
party at Tenney Park. Come experience 
the fun and beauty of skating under 
the lights with music and games.  The 
warming houses and concessions will 
be open as well and skate rentals will 
be available on a first-come basis.  All 
ages and experience levels welcome.   
       Additionally, the Parks Department is 
offering skating lessons for the first time 
in many years. From ages 2-4 through 
adults, the 7 week series of classes costs 
$95.00. All classes are 30 minutes and 
begin the week of Tuesday, January 3rd 
and end the week of Tuesday, February 
7, 2012. Questions? Contact the Madi-
son Ice Arena (608) 204-7606 or visit 
http://www.cityofmadison.com/parks/
seasonal/winter/IceSkatingLessons.cfm

D o w n  t h e 
R a b b i t  H o l e 
Common Coun-
cil members got a 
revamped website 
this fall, and with 
it came a blog and 

twitter account. I have a number of fears 
about being a policy-maker and DIY 
journalist, and it will be a work in prog-
ress to find my voice, but I encourage 
you to sign up for the district RSS feed, 
follow District 2 on twitter (my handle 
is forthcoming) and check out my blog. 
I’d like to bring some candor to the is-
sues being discussed in city hall (without 
getting myself in too much trouble for 
my candor!). http://www.cityofmadi-
son.com/council/district2/blog/ . My 
new year’s resolution is to put up a 
post every week, I hope you’ll follow. 
 
Other issues happening on your street? 
Contact me if I can be of assistance. 
District2@cityofmadison.com or (608) 
516-3488

Stay warm & Happy New Years! 
 - Alder Bridget Maniaci

Ongoing, year-round registration!
• CPR and  
    Lifeguard Certified

• Always Safety First!

512-5071 • www.swimwesteast.com

Howard Johnson Hotel
3841 E. Washington Ave (next to Hy-Vee)

Come join us for swim lessons...

• Warm Water Pool

• Nationally  
   Certified Instructors

Where There’s Safety in Every Lesson!

Call for a  

FREE
Trial Lesson!
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Please visit our website to view our portfolio. 

 
Remodels & Additions 

New Home Construction 

Exterior, Interior & Structural Work 

Plan & Design Services  

(608) 252-8406 
 

SEAMLESSLY BLENDING IMPROVEMENTS SINCE 1997 

A new plaque was recently installed 
in Tenney Park at the corner of Marston/
Sherman Avenues commemorating O.C. 
Simonds and John Nolen.
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These statistics were compiled by the editor and Tobi Silgman of Stark Company Real-
tors.  If you have any questions about what your home may be worth, please contact Tobi at 
608-279-3591 or by email at tsilgman@StarkHomes.com.

Celebrating 25 Years

 � Remodeling & additions
 � Professional design services
 � Efficiency improvements 
 � Historic preservation

We offer Home 
Performance with 
ENERGY STAR®

1431 Northern Ct.  251.1814
tdscustomconstruction.com

 Active
Address           Square Ft      List Price
6 Sherman Ter #3   852     $64,900
20 Sherman Ter #3   852     $65,900
27 Sherman Ter #1   852     $73,500
18 Sherman Ter #5   852     $84,900
31 Sherman Ter #6   852     $85,000
9 Sherman Ter #4   852     $92,900
6 Sherman Ter #4   852   $105,000
2 Sherman Ter #5-6   1704   $129,900
1150 Curtis Ct    1095   $125,000
1212 E Johnson    916   $134,900
1015 E Gorham    706   $162,000
517 E Johnson    1145   $164,900
1118 E Dayton    1150   $187,000
1209 E Mifflin    989   $189,900
938 E Mifflin    1146   $219,000
23 N Ingersoll    1156   $224,000
480 N. Baldwin, Unit 6   1444   $279,900
841 Prospect     1944   $340,000
1140 Sherman    3169   $750,000
1662 Sherman    3224   $795,000
1240 Sherman    4000   $1,100,000
828 Prospect    3330   $1,250,000

Pending
1026 Sherman    3718   $545,000

Sold
Address  Days on Market List Price Sale Price
17 Sherman Ter #1         103    $94,900       $92,000
436 Leitch Ct.            25  $235,000     $225,000
206 N Thornton            29  $255,000     $245,000
434 Sidney            95  $380,000     $357,000
1026 Sherman          245  $590,000     $380,000 
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Mail your information TODAY.  There is limited space.

First skate. First goal.  A memorable gathering. keep the 
memory alive and share it with others by purchasing an 
inscribed tile that brings a smile to your face every time 
you revisit the site of that special moment.

 A 12"x12" Tenney Tile is the perfect way to commemorate the wonderful 
times you enjoyed in Tenney Park, acknowledge important people in your 
life or express your personal appreciation for one of Madison’s uniquely 
beautiful locations. A tile with one or two lines of type is just $160 and 
with three lines is $260.

Special Limited Time Offer... Get Your Own Tenney Tile for Just $160

Get Creative!  Fill out the form below,  support your 'hood.

This is your last chance!


